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On Sept. 19, government spokesperson Arturo Alvarado told reporters the administration
of President Jorge Serrano will not allow officials from the US Congress or from the Bush
administration to investigate alleged violations of labor rights in Guatemala. Alvarado's comments
were made in regard to a decision announced Aug. 17 by the US Trade Representative's (USTR)
office. (See CAU 08/28/92 for previous coverage of USTR decision.) The USTR investigations
are scheduled to begin next week. Guatemalan government spokespersons have warned that
if the preferential trade status is removed as a result of the investigations, as many as 200,000
Guatemalans could be thrown out of work. Alvarado warned that the Serrano administration "will
not allow any representatives of a foreign government or legislature to come and investigate what
happens here." He added that anyone affiliated with foreign companies operating in Guatemala,
or with joint enterprises of domestic and foreign capital, enjoy full recourse to present complaints
regarding labor rights violations in the Guatemalan courts. Alvarado said reports in the US
regarding violation of labor rights in Guatemala "could be part of a plan sponsored by US-based
labor unions aimed at blocking entrance of our products to the US market." Alvarado hinted that
such a plan would be in response to the increased competitiveness of Guatemalan exports. (Sources:
Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 09/18/92, 09/19/92)
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